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1 Iowa’s LocaL 

Public HealtH 
in iowa, LocaL pubLIc heaLth 
agencIes (lPHa) are vital for 
ensuring tHe HealtH and safety 
of communities in all 99 counties. 

Iowa Department of pubLIc heaLth              IDph.Iowa.gov              January 2022 
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who: worKforce

when: everyDay why: Iowa coDe 
chapter 137

how: resources

what: servIces where: structure

Public health touches each of us every 
single day. Things like clean water, 
vaccinations for children, motor 
vehicle safety, and smoke free air are 
all examples of public health at work 
in the community. 

Iowa Code defines the structure, 
powers, and duties of local boards of 
health. Board of Health members are 
unpaid volunteers and are appointed 
by the Board of Supervisors (BOS). 

• Average years of service for Board  
of Health Chairs: 12 

• Average years of service for Board  
of Health Members: 7

• Counties with BOS as Board of 
Health members: 56

Local Boards of Health decide if public 
health services will be offered by county 
employees or if they will contract with 
other health organizations to provide 
services on their behalf.

A: Board of Health directly employs staff 
    (county-based)
B: Board of Health contracts staff 
    (health services-based)
C: Environmental health and public health  

  within same table of organization

 
Local Public Health Agencies are 
sustained in different ways. County tax 
dollars help support local public health.  
Please contact your local public health 
agency to learn more about how they 
are funded. 
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Each county Board of Health determines 
the unique needs of their community. 
Examples of services include:

 
Investigation of Public Health Diseases
Public Health Education 
Childhood Immunization Audits 
Emergency and Disaster Preparation 
Mother and Child Health Services
Home Care Support (Non-Medicare)
Medicare Certified Home Health Care
2015: 74 LPHAs offered certified 

home health
2020: 49 LPHAs offe

Tax Allocation Range % of Counties
County Tax Allocation Ranges

*Data from FY21 Local Public Health Systems Survey
**A listing of local public health agencies can be found at idph.iowa.gov/lphs/local-public-health-agencies.
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2021: 48 LPHAs offered certified        
             home health
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